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and climate, and this utter dependence on a tyrannical and
capricious Nature has made him apathetic and fatalistic.
Farmed he never so well, if locusts came or the rains came
not, he starved; and farmed he never so badly, timely rain
would give him a bumper crop. If plague or pestilence
came, his family, his cattle, his village might be wiped out,
and nothing he could do would help. He was utterly at
the mercy of Nature, and helpless to protect himself.1
What wonder that ages of this uncertainty made him a
fatalist, and gave him for motto, ' Eat, drink and be merry,
for tomorrow we die.'
Then came science, research and modern engineering,
enabling us to control epidemic disease, to make two and
even three blades of corn grow where but one grew before,
and to bring water and food to dry and hungry places, and
so to remove the causes of this apathy and fatalism.
Education, however, lagged behind science, and although
the reason for fatalism had gone, the fatalistic mentality
remained. The villager saw that the days of famine and
pestilence had gone, but he had not yet realized that an
entirely new kind of existence was possible for him, and
that this new kind of existence was not only possible, but it
was extremely desirable and well worth changing his age-old
mode of life to obtain. He still had the mental outlook of
the old eat-drink-and-be-merry-for-tomorrow-we-die days,
and so the new wealth brought to him by modern science
was still squandered in the old ways, with this difference
only—that whereas in the old days his outbursts of extrava-
gance and display were few and far between, he could now
do so more frequently and more intensively. Gold
ornaments took the place of silver; litigation, social
1 In certain areas apathy and listlessness are much increased by
malaria or hookworm.

